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MAYOR KURTZ’S WEEKLY UPDATE FOR SEPTEMBER 25, 2020 
 

 
Not Just a Number   

 
The U.S. hit a grim milestone this week.  More than 200,000 
people have died from COVID-19 in the past six months.  That 
number represents children, parents, grandparents, siblings, 
and friends.    
 
The virus is so insidious that even people who have taken 
every health precaution have tested positive.  It is a cruel and 
unfair reality and only compounds the stress and anxiety many 
feel adapting to "pandemic life."  
 
Health experts are warning that the combination of the 
coronavirus and flu season, and the easing of some 

restrictions, could create a fall "twin-demic” and overwhelm an already burdened health care 
system.    
 
Doctors are urging people to get the flu vaccine because both viruses have similar symptoms 
– fever, cough, shortness of breath.  Both also have similar high-risk groups, including the 
elderly and those with cardiovascular disease. 
   
As I've said before, this will not be forever, just for now.   Let's continue to be vigilant.  Most 
experts are standing firm that wearing masks and social distancing are paramount to 
preventing transmission.   
 

 
 
Election 2020 

 
The right to vote is precious, powerful, and fundamental to 

our democracy.  Every vote counts and every vote must be 

counted.  Whatever your political allegiance, exercise your 

right.  

Ohio voters have many ways to cast their ballots.  State 

officials recommend vote-by-mail as a quick, secure 

option, particularly in light of the pandemic.  

file://///user2019/home$/loraa/My%20Documents/www.independenceohio.org


All registered voters can vote early at the Board of Elections starting Tuesday, October 

6.  As always, residents will be able to vote on November 3rd at the Civic Center between 

6:30 AM and 7:30 PM.   

You can find more information on absentee, early, and in-person voting on the City’s website. 

The deadline to register to vote is October 5 at 9 PM – that is just 10 days away.   You can 

find more information on the Cuyahoga County Board of Election website.   

 

Special Council Meeting 

 

There will be a Council Workshop on Tuesday, 

September 29, via Zoom starting at 4:30 PM and a 

Special Council Meeting immediately afterward. The 

sign ordinance introduced at the September 8 Council 

Meeting will be discussed along with other matters.  

Please email any questions or comments in advance 

of the meeting to beald@independenceohio.org.  You 

can pre-register to join the Zoom meeting here.  

 

 

Safety Committee Meetings 

The Safety Committee will have two virtual meetings next week to discuss the recent uptick in 

robberies and auto thefts, staffing levels in the Police and Fire Departments, equipment, a 

proposed nuisance ordinance, and other matters.  Below are links to join the virtual meetings. 

Tuesday, September 29, 2020   Safety Committee: Police  

3:30 – 4:30 PM  

    

Wednesday, September 30, 2020  Safety Committee: Fire 

3:30 – 4:30 PM 

 

 

Saturday Clambake  

The “Ready to Heat Clambake” is Saturday, September 26, at the Civic Center.    Nearly 300 

clambakes/children’s meals were ordered this year.   

Curbside pickup of pre-purchased meals only will be from 1-3 PM.  Sorry, no “extra” meals 

will be available to purchase on Saturday.   
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New Independence Youth Football League 

Independence resident Joel Woods, 

(pictured far left with son Asher), 

never expected 52 kids to sign up 

for the Independence youth 

football league's inaugural year.  

Woods has years of football 

experience, first as a high school 

player, and now as an assistant 

high school coach.   The City has 

long had traveling basketball, 

baseball, and wrestling programs 

and Woods thought it was about 

time to add a traveling football 

league. 

Working with the Independence 

Recreation Center and 

Independence High School Football 

program, Woods developed two programs:  third and fourth grade padded flag and sixth-

grade Rookie Tackle.  Flag Football registration has been extended.  You can find more 

information on the Recreation Department page of the website.   

The league is not just about athletics.  Players, parents, and coaches are practicing health 

protocols to prevent the spread of COVID-19.  Coaches and players get their temperatures 

taken ahead of practices and games. Footballs and football pads are sanitized during practice.  

It was my pleasure to speak to the team before kick-off this week.  I told the players that it 

was not about who is the fastest or biggest. It is about learning and understanding the 

importance of teamwork. 

 

 

Doors Open to Indoor Visitors at Ohio Healthcare Facilities 

Starting Monday, October 12, some residents at nursing homes and assisted living facilities 
will be able to receive indoor visitors. 
 
All visits must be scheduled in advance. Residents will be allowed two people per visit, and 
each visit will be limited to 30 minutes. Everyone involved will be required to wear a face 
mask, meet in a designated area, and remain six feet apart.  Please call facilities to find out 
their policies before planning a visit.  
 
Officials at the Ohio Department of Aging said the indoor visits would help keep residents 
connected to their loved ones as the COVID-19 pandemic enters month seven.   
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It Only Takes Five Minutes  

 
You have just 5 days to complete the 2020 Census.   

Federal dollars are distributed to local communities 

based on population data.   Let’s all do our part to insure 

the City of Independence is counted and doesn’t lose any 

funding.  

You can complete the 2020 Census online at https://my2020census.gov.   It takes about 5-

minutes and the deadline is Wednesday, September 30!  

 

Final Outdoor Concert of the Season 

The final concert of the 2020 season will be next Thursday, 

October 1, on Public Square.  

Juke Box Heroes will provide the music and Kernels by 

Chrissie will be there with an assortment of hand-crafted 

gourmet popcorn.   Please wear a face mask and practice social 

distancing rules. 

Below are some images from last night’s concert in the Park 

with Independence’s Kurt Freeman.   
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I will wrap up this week’s update with a reminder that Christmas is exactly three months 
away. Here are some photos of neighbors and friends at the Civic Center this week, where our 
55+ residents picked up nearly 600 lunches.   

 

 

 

If someone forwarded this email and you would prefer to receive it directly from Mayor Kurtz, please send your email 

address to CityHall@IndependenceOhio.org.  
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